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program may not be conducted until 
the Director, OT&E, has approved in 
writing the adequacy of the plans, in-
cluding the adequacy of projected lev-
els of funding and resources for OT&E 
to be conducted in connection with 
that program. 

(d) Require, as the Director, OT&E, 
determines necessary, that observers 
designated by the Director, OT&E, be 
present during the preparation for and 
the conduct of the test part of any 
OT&E conducted by DoD Components. 

(e) Monitor and review all OT&E con-
ducted in the Department of Defense 
and analyze the results of OT&E con-
ducted for each major defense acquisi-
tion program. 

(1) The Director, OT&E, shall submit 
a report to the Secretary of Defense 
and to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices and on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives that 
addresses specifically: 

(i) The adequacy of the test and eval-
uation performed; and 

(ii) Whether the results confirm the 
effectiveness and combat suitability of 
the items or components actually test-
ed. 

(2) Copies of the report will be pro-
vided to appropriate DoD officials and 
Components to facilitate the develop-
ment of comments by the Secretary of 
Defense. 

(3) A final decision to proceed with a 
major defense acquisition program be-
yond low rate initial production may 
not be made until the report has been 
submitted to the Secretary of Defense 
and received by the Armed Services 
and Appropriations Committees. 

(f) Prepare an annual report for the 
Secretary of Defense and the Congress 
by January 15 of each year summa-
rizing the OT&E activities of the De-
partment of Defense during the pre-
ceding fiscal year. 

(1) The report shall include such com-
ments and recommendations as the Di-
rector, OT&E, considers appropriate, 
including comments and recommenda-
tions on resources and facilities avail-
able for OT&E and levels of funding 
made available for OT&E activities. 

(2) Copies of this report shall be pro-
vided to appropriate DoD officials and 
Components to facilitate comments by 
the Secretary of Defense, if desired. 

(g) Communicate directly with the 
heads of DoD Components. Commu-
nications to commanders of the Unified 
and Specified Commands shall be co-
ordinated with the JCS. 

(h) Arrange for DoD participation in 
nondefense governmental programs for 
which the Director, OT&E, is assigned 
primary DoD cognizance. 

(i) Communicate with other govern-
ment agencies, representatives of the 
Legislative Branch, and members of 
the public, as appropriate, in carrying 
out assigned functions.
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§ 381.1 Purpose. 
This part updates the responsibil-

ities, functions, relationships, and au-
thorities, as prescribed herein.

§ 381.2 Mission. 
(a) The Defense Nuclear Agency 

(DNA) shall provide support to the Of-
fice of the Secretary of Defense (OSD); 
the Military Departments; the Chair-
man, Joint Chiefs of Staff and Joint 
Staff; the Unified and Specified Com-
mands; the Defense Agencies; and the 
DoD Field Activities (hereafter re-
ferred to collectively as ‘‘DoD Compo-
nents’’); and other Federal Agencies on 
matters concerning nuclear weapons, 
nuclear weapons system acquisitions, 
nuclear weapons effects on weapons 
systems and forces, and nuclear weap-
ons safety and security. 

(b) During wartime and international 
crises, in accordance with national pri-
orities and, as directed by the Director, 
Defense Research and Engineering 
(DDR&E), the DNA shall redirect its 
resources to support the Chairman, 
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Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) and the 
Commanders of the Unified and Speci-
fied Commands in analyzing nuclear 
weapons planning and action options, 
and reconstituting nuclear forces.

§ 381.3 Organization and management. 
The DNA is established as a separate 

agency of the Department of Defense, 
and shall be under the direction, au-
thority, and control of the DDR&E. It 
shall consist of a Director and such 
subordinate organizational elements as 
are established by the Director within 
the resources authorized by the Sec-
retary of Defense.

§ 381.4 Responsibilities and functions. 
The Director, DNA, shall: 
(a) Organize, direct, and manage the 

DNA and all assigned resources. 
(b) Maintain the national nuclear 

weapons stockpile data bases during 
peace, crisis, and war. Maintain overall 
surveillance and provide guidance, co-
ordination, advice, or assistance con-
cerning all nuclear weapons in DoD 
custody including questions on produc-
tion, composition, allocation, deploy-
ment, movement, storage, security and 
safety, maintenance, quality assurance 
and reliability assessment, report pro-
cedures, and retirement. 

(c) Manage the DoD nuclear weapons 
effects research and test program. 

(d) Conduct, as directed by DDR&E, 
research, development, test, and eval-
uation programs for on-site inspection 
technology related to arms control 
treaty verification. 

(e) Conduct research, through explor-
atory development and/or proof of prin-
ciple, in coordination with the Military 
Departments and other appropriate 
DoD Components and Federal Agen-
cies, to develop technologies and tech-
niques to improve the security, surviv-
ability, testing, employment, and ef-
fectiveness of nuclear systems, and the 
nuclear survivability of space, mili-
tary, and communications systems. 

(f) Provide advice and assistance on 
matters concerning nuclear weapons, 
nuclear weapons systems, effects of nu-
clear weapons, the technologies to de-
termine the vulnerability and surviv-
ability of military systems and instal-
lations, and related arms control mat-
ters to DoD Components and Federal 

Agencies. Coordinate on appropriate 
Test and Evaluation Master Plans 
(TEMPs) for systems that have nuclear 
survivability requirements. 

(g) Jointly manage the national nu-
clear test readiness program with the 
Department of Energy (DoE) and per-
form associated technical, operational, 
and safety planning. Maintain access 
to facilities necessary to resume above-
ground testing. 

(h) Act as the central coordinating 
agency within the Department of De-
fense on nuclear weapons stockpile 
data base management, nuclear effects 
testing, and nuclear effects research 
within approved policies and programs, 
and pertinent DoD–DoE agreements. 

(i) Provide technical assistance and 
support to the Secretary of Defense, 
the Military Departments, and the 
CJCS in developing nuclear weapons 
system safety, surety, security, explo-
sive ordnance disposal, and use-control 
standards, requirements, and operating 
procedures. Provide a member to joint 
DoD/DoE nuclear weapons system stud-
ies and reviews. Coordinate on pro-
posed nuclear weapons safety rules and 
changes. 

(j) Provide emergency response sup-
port and planning assistance to the 
DoD Components and other Federal 
Agencies as follows: 

(1) Develop policies and procedures to 
respond to a nuclear weapon accident 
or improvised nuclear device (IND) in-
cident. Conduct nuclear weapon acci-
dent and IND incident command post 
and field exercizes. 

(2) Establish and maintain joint com-
mittees to coordinate exercise sched-
ules and to ensure that actions are 
taken to correct identified deficiencies. 

(3) Establish and maintain a Joint 
Nuclear Accident Coordinating Center 
(JNACC), in conjunction with DoE and 
a DNA Advisory Team, to assist On-
Scene Commanders and Defense Senior 
Representatives. 

(4) Act as the central coordinating 
agency for the Department of Defense 
on nuclear weapon accident and IND 
incident response. 

(k) Maintain and provide nuclear 
weapons stockpile information to the 
DoD Components and other Federal 
Agencies, as required. 
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